
Median household income
By city and town, 1999

Change in median household income
Percent change from 1989 to 1999, adjusted for inflation
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Worcester
$35,623

Springfield
$30,417

Boston $39,629

Cape Cod
Wealthy retirees boosted incomes as they 
made Cape their permanent home.

Newbury (up 30%), West Newbury (up 26%)
Extension of commuter line to Newburyport 
opens northern communities to people working 
in Boston.

Williamstown (up 17%) 
North Adams (down 4%)
Internet entrepreneurs discovered 
Williamstown in the ’90s, while 
economic development efforts in 
neighboring North Adams stalled 
for most of the decade.

Harvard (up 75%)
Incomes rose in wake of Fort Devens’s closing, 
as high-paying high-tech workers replaced 
lower-paying military employees.

Springfield (down 9%) Worcester (down 6%)

Aquinnah (up 90%)

Gosnold (down 55%)

Boston (up 4%)
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