


Arrest Affidavit for Frank Sheppard Fairey, Boston Munincipal Court Brighton Division.

Boston Police Detective William Kelley,q affirms the following facts in
support of an arrest warrant for one count of 266:126 A, Damage to Property by Graffiti
on Frank Sheppard Fairey that occurred at Storrow Drive and the BU Bridge, Allston ,
Mass. CC# 090064389.

About January 24, 2009 Detective Kelley assigned to the Boston Regional Intelligence
Center, became aware that known graffiti vandal Frank Sheppard Fairey was in the
Boston area to promote an upcoming art exhibit which was going to display his known
graffiti moniker “OBEY"” and his variations of “OBEY THE GIANT." Suspect Fairey
began to place his “OBEY” tag in the Boston area about 1989 and his tag can be found on
various properties throughout Boston. Suspect Fairey's tag is a picture of the wrestler
Andre the Giant, who was a popular professional wrestler in the 1990’s. Over the years
Fairey has become an idol to members of the graffiti subculture based on the popularity
ofhis “OBEY" tag and his constant defiance to place the tag on others property without
their consent.

Based on his presence in Boston suspect F airey has been interviewed by various
Boston and nationwide media outlets regarding his upcoming graffiti art exhibit in
Boston that is advertising exhibiting his illegal and legal street artwork and vandalism. In
several of these interviews suspect Fairey admits to illegally tagging property in cities he
visits and has acknowledged in at least one recent interview that he posted his tag
recently in Boston.

Fairey was arrested on 09-16-2000 by District 14 Officer Roy Broussard in
Allston for tagging. Officer Broussard observed Fairey posting a tag and he also seized
an “excessive” amount of graffiti propaganda and stickers. Fairey failed to appear in
court and has an active WMS Warrant, #W5329773, issued 09-19-2000 (CC#
000514452). This warrant is still active in the Warrant Management System In the
Boston Herald on Wednesday February 4, 2009 Fairey is quoted as saying he was
arrested in 2003 by Boston police in Allston for tagging and that he paid a fine. No record
of a 2003 incident can be found. This would be indicative that suspect Fairey knows a
warrant exists, however he has intentionally failed to appear. Suspect Fairey has been in
Boston since at least January 24, 2009 and has failed to clear that warrant. In fact, his
quote about a 2003 graffiti arrest which he claimed to have paid a fine for is similar to
facts contained in Officer Broussard’s report. An extensive search of Boston Police
reports indicates Fairey’s only reported involvement with the Boston Police occurred on
the 09-16-2000 date for which he was arrested and a subsequent default warrant issued
for failure to appear. Detective Kelley searched for a Massachusetts Board of Probation
Record on Fairey, and the results were negative, which would be the case because suspect
was neber arraigned on the 2000 case. An arrest in 2003 in Allston in which he paid a
fine would produce a BOP Record. Fairey’s acknowledgement of a Boston Police arrest
and false statement that he paid a fine indicate he knows he has a default warrant and has
no intention of answering to the court.



On 08-25-2008 suspect Fairey was arrested by Denver Police during the
Demacratic National Convention for illegally posting his Obama moniker, without
consent. Fairey’s III record shows (six) alias. Five of the aliases are combinations of his
name including Frank Fairey (Boston warrant) Frank S Fairey, Shepard Fairey, Frank
Sheppard Fairey and Frank Sheppard Faireym. The other alias i3 Jbege Dnc, Fairey also
has provided (3) separate Social Security numbers o nd

ﬂ. The fact that these numbers are not off by more than one number, indicate
airey provides different numbers to law enforcement when captured, to avoid providing

his true identity.. This would indicate that he has provided false names and SS#’s to
avoid detection on the Boston warrant. Fairey currently resides a

Detective Kelley has been made aware, by victims and community activists, and
his own investigative efforts that suspect Fairey has committed at least 6 separate acts of
graffiti vandalism against victims within the City of Boston. Detective Kelley is prepared
to seek arrest warrants in the Boston Municipal Court Central Division, Roxbury
Division and Brighton Division for a minimum of (6) offenses. This number may
increase as new victims come forward. Suspect Fairey, since about January 24, 2009 has
placed his tags in the Back Bay, Fenway and Allston Neighborhoods. Based on the

following factors i lley is seekin st warrant on suspect Frank
Sheppard Fai ,ﬂ of *
“ ., in the Roxbury Division of the Boston Municipal Court for one
count 0 lation of MGL 266: 126A; Felony Count of Damage to Property by Graffiti.
Suspect Fairey did post his “OBEY THE GIANT™ tag five times on the utility building
at the entrance to the Mass Turnpike at Newbury St Extention and Massachusetts Ave.
This property is owned by the Massachusetts Turnpike Authority and Fairey did not have
authorization to do so.

Suspect Fairey is known to be in Boston and has an active warrant that
information available indicates he is aware of the warrant. Suspect Fairey upon numerous
arrests across the country has provided at least 6 aliases and 3 SS#s, indicating his intent
to avoid providing his true identity. Suspect Fairey’s known address is in Los Angeles,
CA. and the fact that he has elected not clear up a default warrant from an incident in
September 2000, although he has admittedly visited Boston on at least 2 occasions,
indicates that a summons to appear for either an arraignment or clerks hearing, is unlikely
to cause him to appear. Additionally, suspect Fairey is currently in Boston and over the
last two weeks has victimized new properties while defiantly stating in media outlets that
he will not stop his unauthorized posting of his tag. Suspect Fairey continues to engage in
a constant and systematic assault on Boston Neighborhoods. An arrest warrant will
ensure that that Fairey will be brought before the court to answer to this new offense as
well as his 2000 Brighton Court case for which he failed to appear for arraignment.
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Edward F Davis, Police Commissioner
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INCIDENT REPORT
ORIGINAL STATUS: APPROVED
KEY SITUATIONS COMPLAINT NO. RPT DIST. CAD RA RPTRA CLEAR. DIST.
None 090064351 D4 141 141
UCR INCIDENT DESCRIPTION UCR FINAL INCIDENT DESCRIPTION STATUS DATE OCCURRED FROM |DATE OCCURRED YO
VANDALISM - GRAFFITI VANDALISM - GRAFFITI 01/24/2009 01/24/2009
JLOCATION OF (NCIDENT APT OISPATCH TIME TIME OCCURRED FROM | TIME OCCURRED TO
00 MASSACHUSETTS AV/00 NEWBURY ST 12:00 AM 12:00 AM
NEIGHEORHOOD TYPE OF BULDING PLACE OF ENTRY WEATHER UGHTING
BACKBAY GOVERNMENT /PUBLIC
BUILDING
TYPE OF WEAPON-TOOL SUSPECT MODE OF TRANSPORTATION VICTIM'S ACTIVITY SUSPECT RELATIONSHIP TO VICTIM
GLUE/GRAFFITI
POSTER
UNUSUAL ACTIONS AND STATEMENTS OF PERPETRATOR
E 1 |TYPE NAME (LAST, FIRST, MI) S8.5. NO. BOOKING NO. DOCKET NO.
Bl [wiemm MASSACHUSETTS TURNPIKE 0
o AUTHORITY
2 ALIAS ADORESS GENDER RACE DO8 AGE
, N/A N/A 0
HEIGHT WEIGHT BURD HAIR €EYES
N/A _
OCCUPATION MARITAL STATUS CONTACT 51 CONTACT #2
GOVERNMENT AGENCY

SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS(INCLUDING CLOTHING)

PIKE PROPERTY VANDALIZED BY GRAFFITI
—1—————————-——————————_‘——————"_

g BOOKING NO. DOCKET NO.
R 0
s
0 RACE 0os AGE
s WHITE NON-HISPANIC 38
HEIGHT EVES
510 165 MEDIUM BROWN BROWN ]
OCCUPATION MARITAL STATUS CONTACT #1 CONTACT #2
Marnied
SPECIAL CHARACTERISTICS(INCLUDING CLOTHING)
: STATUS TYPE OF PROPERTY SERIAL BRAND NAME - DESCRIPTION | MODEL VALUE
.9 NA STRUCTURES- MASS PIKE BUILDING - $250,00
3 PUBLIC/COMMUNITY UTILITY BUILDING ON 0.00
T MASS PIKE
Y

NARRATIVE AND ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
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About January 24, 2009 Detective Kelley assigned to the Boston Regional Intelligence Center and Lt. Nancy
O'Luughlin assigned to the Transit Police, became aware that known graffiti vandal Frank Sheppard Falrey was in the
Boston area to e an upcoming art exhibit which was going to d splag his known graffiti moniker “OBEY™ and
his variations of “OBEY THE GIANT.” Suspect Fairey began to place his “OBEY" tag in the Boston area about 1989
and his tag can be found on various properties throughout Boston, Suspect Fairey's tag Is a picture of the wrestler
Andre the Glant, who was a popular professional wrestler in the 1990's. Over the years Fairey has become an idol to
members of the graffii subculture based on the popularity of his *OBEY" tag and his constant defiance of placing the
tag on others ﬂropefty without there consent.

Based on his popularity suspect Fairey has been interviewed by various Boston and nationwide media outiets
regarding his upcoming graffiti art exhibit in Boston that is advertising exhibiting his illegal and legal street artwork
and vandalism. In several of these interviews suspect Falirey admits to illegally tagging property In cities he visits and
has acknowledged in at least one recent interview that he posted his tag in Boston recently.

About January-24, 2009 Detective Kelley observed the ANDRE THE GIANT tag posted five times side by side
on the base of the utility building at the Mass Tumpike entrance located at Massachusetts Ave and Newbury St
Extension, Boston. This building is Mass Tumpike Authority Property and the ANDRE THE GIANT
tag was placed without the owners cansent. Based on the fact that Frank Sheppard Fai%ls the know graffiti vandal
who tags the ANDRE THE GIANT, the moniker was ‘:l'aced recently and Fairey has admitted to placing this moniker
cha%es will be sought in Roxbury District Court against suspect Fairey for Damage to Real or Parsonal Property by
Grafiti. It should be noted that at least three other separate locations within the City of Boston have been located as
\sfeil wltg g}s “OBEY" variations and he will be charged with those as well. SEE CC#'s 080064389, 096064349 and

UNIT ASSIGNED SHIFT REPORTING OFFICER'S NAME OFFICER'S 1D PARTNER'S ID
V801 ‘|1 DELORES E. FACEY 0
SPECIAL UNITS NOTIFIED{REPORTING)
Area D4
DATE OF REPORT TIME COMPLETED APPROVING SUPERVISOR NAME G SUPERVISOR D
02/06/2009 10:33 AM JOHN R O'MALLEY
H ’ ’
$ o€ d
e L
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