Linda Lorimer Statement

Yale and Yale University Press are deeply dedicated to free expression.  But Yale University Press was presented with a truly unusual situation here: there was a clear track record that the re-publication of the cartoons – not just the original printing of them in Denmark – had led to violence and loss of life. 

As recently as June 2008, a car bomb exploded outside the Danish embassy in Islamabad, Pakistan, killing eight people and injuring at least 30.  The next day al-Qa’ida claimed responsibility for the bombing, calling it revenge for the “insulting drawings.”

The question before us this summer was this: did there remain a credible threat of violence if the cartoons were republished at this later time?  John Donatich turned to the University for assistance on this question.

The University sought counsel from both domestic and international experts on behalf of the Press:

· Counterterrorism experts in this country and in Europe;

· U.S. diplomats who had been ambassadors in the Middle East, as well as foreign ambassadors from Middle East countries;

· The highest ranking Muslim official at the United Nations; and

· Senior scholars in Islamic studies.

The overwhelming judgment of the experts with the most insight about the threats of violence advised that there was an appreciable chance of violence occurring if either the cartoons or other images of the Prophet Mohammad in a book about the cartoons was published by the Press. 

We had initially solicited counsel from the experts solely to assist Yale in evaluating the threats posed by the cartoons and these other images.  They agreed to do so confidentially, on the condition that this advice was only to be used by Yale University Press and not publicly attributed to them. When we realized that their advice could be beneficial to the author as well, we sought and obtained permission to share their views with the author on a confidential basis.  Several of those experts have now authorized us to share their advice publicly.

Given Yale Press’ and the University’s deep commitment to free expression, it was a difficult decision.  But the Press could not overlook the repeated counsel of highly placed experts in the intelligence community and diplomatic corps that there was a real threat of violence ensuing if the Press published cartoons or the other images in a book about the Danish cartoons. 
