
 
March 18, 2021  

 
The Honorable Janet Yellen 
Secretary  
Department of the Treasury  
1500 Pennsylvania Avenue NW  
Washington, DC 20220 
 
Dear Secretary Yellen:  
 
We thank you and President Biden for your leadership in enacting the American Rescue Plan 
(ARP), the sweeping $1.9 trillion coronavirus relief package that will provide desperately needed 
aid to our states and communities.  The ARP provides $350 billion for state and local 
governments for economic relief and efforts to address the COVID-19 pandemic.1  We have 
fought long and hard for this funding because many of our cities and towns have sustained 
massive budget shortfalls, especially those that have been on the frontlines of the fight against 
this pandemic.  
 
The ARP utilizes the existing Community Development Block Grant Program (CDBG) statutory 
formula to determine the amount of assistance provided to each community. Under the CDBG 
formula, metropolitan cities with populations of at least 50,000 as determined by Census data 
receive a substantial allocation of ARP federal assistance.  Furthermore, some cities and towns 
qualify for the metropolitan city designation without having a population over 50,000 because 
they are considered principal cities in Metropolitan Statistical Areas with populations greater 
than 50,000, and pursuant to the Housing and Community Development Act, they qualify for 
direct entitlement funding from the Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).2 
 
Unfortunately, this formula locks out many communities that are just out of reach of qualifying 
as a metro city, resulting in these cities receiving significantly less relief than their similarly 
populated neighbors.  Many of these non-qualifying cities are communities of color and/or have 
large immigrant populations, which have historically been undercounted by the census. In this 
case, undercounting can result in dramatic underfunding for our most vulnerable communities 
that have been hit especially hard by the pandemic.   
 

 
1 Massachusetts Municipal Association, “MMA provides an analysis of municipal aid expected from American 
Rescue Plan,” press release, March 12, 2021, https://www.mma.org/mma-provides-analysis-of-municipal-aid-
expected-from-american-rescue-plan/. 
2 Senate Democratic Caucus, “ARP State and Local Fiscal Recovery Funds Fact Sheet,” March 2021, 
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/ARP%20State%20and%20Local%20Fiscal%20Recovery%20Fun
ds%20Information%20Sheet%20FINAL.pdf 



While we are grateful for the help that the ARP will provide, we can’t leave these communities 
behind. We ask that you use your discretion in allocating relief funds to help areas 
disproportionately impacted by the pandemic that don’t qualify as metro cities, and that you 
provide Massachusetts with maximum funding flexibility to allow the Commonwealth to provide 
as much help as possible to those aforementioned communities. 
 
Thank you for your consideration of this important matter.  
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
      
Elizabeth Warren       Edward J. Markey 
United States Senator        United States Senator 
 

      
Ayanna Pressley       James P. McGovern   
Member of Congress       Member of Congress  
    
 
 
Stephen Lynch       Katherine M. Clark 
Member of Congress       Member of Congress    
       
 
 
William Keating        Seth Moulton   
Member of Congress         Member of Congress    
       
          
 
 
Lori Trahan         Jake Auchincloss   
Member of Congress         Member of Congress    
     
 
 
 


